The ability to think about the future-prospection-is central to many aspects of human cognition and behavior, from planning and decision making, to self-control and the construction of a sense of identity. Yet, the exact nature of the representational systems underlying prospection is not fully understood. Recent findings point to the critical role of episodic memory in imagining specific future events, but it is unlikely that prospection depends solely on this system. Using an event-cueing paradigm in two studies, we here show that specific events that people imagine might happen in their personal future are commonly embedded in broader event sequences-termed event clusters-that link a set of envisioned events according to causal and thematic relations. These findings provide novel evidence that prospection relies on multiple representational systems, with general autobiographical knowledge structures providing a frame that organizes imagined events in overarching event sequences. The results further suggest that knowledge about personal goals plays an important role in structuring these event sequences, especially for the distant future.
Introduction
One of the remarkable features of the human mind is that it allows us to transcend our immediate circumstances to envision possible futures (Buckner & Carroll, 2007; Schacter & Addis, 2007; Suddendorf & Corballis, 2007; Szpunar, 2010; Tulving, 1985) . We can momentarily shift our perspective from the immediate environment and imagine ourselves in all sorts of situations that might lie ahead, consider what it would be like if these situations materialized, and explore mentally different courses of actions that could be taken to attain or avoid the imagined state of affairs. This ability to think about the future-here referred to as prospection-is central to many aspects of human cognition and behavior, from planning and decision making, to self-control and the construction of a sense of identity (Atance & O'Neill, 2001; Boyer, 2008; Damasio, 1999; Schacter, Addis, & Buckner, 2008; Szpunar, 2010) .
In spite of the functional importance of prospection, the nature of the representational systems underlying the ability to think about the future has received relatively little attention until recently. In the past few years, however, evidence has accumulated pointing to the critical role of episodic memory in imagining future events (for review, see D 'Argembeau, 2012; Schacter et al., 2008; Szpunar, 2010) . Most notably, investigations of various patient and subject populations have revealed that deficits in episodic memory are typically associated with parallel deficits in imagining future events (Addis, Sacchetti, Ally, Budson, & Schacter, 2009; Addis, Wong, & Schacter, 2008; D'Argembeau, Raffard, & Van der Linden, 2008; Hassabis, Kumaran, Vann, & Maguire, 2007; Klein, Loftus, & Kihlstrom, 2002; Tulving, 1985; Williams et al., 1996) , and neuroimaging studies have shown that episodic remembering and prospection recruit largely similar brain regions (Addis, Pan, Vu, Laiser, & Schacter, 2009; Addis, Wong, & Schacter, 2007; Botzung, Denkova, & Manning, 2008;  0010-0277/$ -see front matter Ó 2012 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2012.07.008
